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Note big ideas, supporting passages, and important takeaways related to spiritual formation:

Immediately following the sermon, answer these questions: 

        What did you learn from this sermon relating to the theme of spiritual formation? 

 
  

        What are several practical steps you could take to grow spiritually based on what 
        you heard from the sermon?

SERMON WRAP-UP QUESTIONS
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1 In 2 Corinthians 9:1-5, there is a discussion about readiness. What are the Corinthians 
supposed to be ready for?  And what is the promised gift that is to be made ready? 
How does this section introduce the rest of 2 Cor. 9?  Follow the logical flow of the text. 
Refer to Study Bible notes if necessary.

Verse 6 tells us the point of Paul’s exhortation – sowing and reaping. What is all this talk 
about sowing (planting seeds) and reaping (harvesting/gathering crops) and how does it 
relate to getting a gift ready for others? (For other examples of this farming metaphor see 
Psalm 126:5; Proverbs. 22:8; Matthew 6:26; John 4:36-37; Galatians 6:7.)

“God loves a cheerful giver” is a common saying. What does it mean? How would you 
describe a cheerful giver in how they live their lives? Look at what is said vv. 7-9 and include 
these clarifying attributes of a cheerful giver in your description of a cheerful giver.
 
Look carefully at vv. 10-14. Paul implies that it is not only the recipients of “the gift” that are 
beneficiaries. To whom and in how many different ways do the gift’s effects ripple out on the 
recipients and the givers? Or stated differently, what blessings does generosity produce?

Often the emphasis of this passage is placed on those who are giving generously. However, 
there are things we can learn about God from this passage. Read over the passage again 
and note all the things that it tells us about who God is and His work in our lives. Take time 
to thank God for what He is doing in our lives.

Giving is an important aspect of discipleship and training in the church. If you were in 
charge of developing curriculum to teach the subject of giving to your local church, 
what would you include? What would you not include? 

Talking about money makes us uncomfortable in our culture. But Paul was fairly forthright 
in his effort to raise financial relief for the Jewish Christians. If our resources were truly 
viewed as given to us to be stewarded for the greater good, how would that change how 
you view your income and acts of generosity, especially as it relates to serving others and 
the ministries of the church? What does this passage teach us about the posture and 
practices of disciples and local churches?
         
Next Steps for You:

      • If you are exploring First Free Church – take steps to learn about serving and giving  
        opportunities.

      • If First Free Church is now your home – start serving and giving financially as the 
        Lord leads.

      • If you are a Partnering Member – prayerfully consider your commitments and act 
        accordingly.

First Free Church will be launching classes on the topic of generosity and financial 
stewardship in the spring of 2023. Consider taking a class to explore these topics. 
Watch for more info. If you aren’t sure how or where to give go to firstfreelincoln.org/give.
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Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-15.

Disciples of Jesus are generous people. 
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