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Note big ideas, supporting passages, and important takeaways related to spiritual formation:

Immediately following the sermon, answer these questions: 

        What did you learn from this sermon relating to the theme of spiritual formation? 

 
  

        What are several practical steps you could take to grow spiritually based on what 
        you heard from the sermon?

SERMON WRAP-UP QUESTIONS
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1 What did Jesus mean that the scribes and Pharisees “sit on Moses’ seat”? This is 
where a good Study Bible comes in handy. See footnotes for several suggestions. 

In your own words, define “hypocrite” in discussion with “practice what you 
preach” (v. 3). Reading Matthew 23:1-12, how is hypocrisy contrasted with humble 
service (vv. 8-12)?  What was behind the hypocrisy of the religious leaders and 
their ministry posture in general?

What types of examples/evidence did Jesus use to call out the hypocrisy of the 
religious leaders from the list of 7 woes Jesus presents. Define what a “woe” 
statement is and note the main point of each woe presented below. Consider 
linking each woe to vv. 1-12, looking for overlapping themes.

 Woe 1 – Matt. 23:13-14

 Woe 2 – Matt. 23:15

 Woe 3 – Matt. 23:16-22

 Woe 4 – Matt. 23:23-24

 Woe 5 – Matt. 23:25-26

 Woe 6 – Matt. 23:27-28

 Woe 7 – Matt. 23:29-36

Was Jesus telling the crowd that the law was unimportant? How does verse 23 
inform this question? Why do you think justice, mercy, and faithfulness are put 
on the backburner when it comes to living out our faith?

What damage is done by hypocrisy in the church? Consider claims from those 
outside the church and those within the church? How can we address hypocrisy 
in the church while also guarding against hypocrisy in ourselves? What is at 
stake if we don’t address it in the church and in our hearts?

Spiritual formation includes a call to humble service as Jesus displayed in His 
ministry and through His death and resurrection. How is humility and service 
displayed in your life in general and in your local church? What steps are you 
taking to grow in humility and service toward others? Check out firstfreelincoln.
org for next steps.
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Read Matthew 23:1-36. Consider the ESV Study Bible, NIV Zondervan Study Bible, 
or CSB Study Bible.

Disciples of Jesus should be humble servants, not hypocritical self-servers. 
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