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STUDY
GUIDE

Note big ideas, supporting passages, and important takeaways related to spiritual formation:

Immediately following the sermon, answer these questions: 

        What did you learn from this sermon relating to the theme of spiritual formation? 

 
  

        What are several practical steps you could take to grow spiritually based on what 
        you heard from the sermon?

SERMON WRAP-UP QUESTIONS
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1 Read all of John 13 before you study John 13:31-35. In v. 34, Jesus tells His disciples to 
love one another as He has loved them. Look back at chapter 13. How exactly has 
Jesus loved His disciples? How did He show them He loved them before giving them 
this command? Consider the totality of Jesus’ ministry. How has Jesus loved His 
disciples?

In John 13:21-30, Jesus has a brief exchange with Judas Iscariot before Jesus teaches 
the disciples to love one another. What makes this this interaction interesting, 
especially in light of what Jesus is about to teach regarding the command to love 
one another?

Reflecting on 12:23-26 along with 13:31-32, what does it mean that the Son of Man will 
be glorified?  To what moment or event is this pointing? Furthermore, what do we 
learn about God and the Son of Man in vv. 31-32? What does this tell us about the 
relationship between God and the Son as they share in glory?

In 13:33, Jesus calls His disciples “little children” (ESV). This is a term of endearment 
that John (the author of today’s passage) uses seven times in 1 John as he gives 
instruction to Christ followers. If a teacher today was to address a room of adults as 
“little children,” it would immediately be seen as condescending. What emotion does 
that endearment convey in the context of John 13? How does John’s repeated use of 
that phrase inform how we are to view/treat one another as fellow disciples?

Think about the Christ followers (disciples) you are regularly around and how they 
interact with one another. Would you say that love is a distinguishing mark that 
permeates their relationships, and would you say that “all people” can tell that they 
are followers of Jesus because they love other people?  For those who are examples 
of love for you, reach out to them this week and tell them that you can tell they are a 
disciple of Jesus by the way they love others.

Think deeply. What excuses or blind spots keep people from loving each other, 
especially in the church?  How do we love others with whom we disagree in terms of 
what we believe and what we practice?  Does love mean total acceptance of others 
or is it something else?  If something else, what is it and what does it look like?  How 
does understanding God’s love toward us help answer these complex questions?

Getting personal, what marks you as a disciple of Jesus? If it’s not your love for others, 
even others very different from you, what is it? Are there people you find difficult to 
love, especially other disciples of Jesus? What makes it difficult to love them?

What did you learn from this study about growing as a disciple of Jesus? Remember 
that growing in love of others is grounded in knowing that Jesus loves you (John 13:34).  
Spend time basking in the love of Christ for you.
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Read John 13:31-35. Consider listening to the song “Jesus Loves You” by Sanctus 
Real as you reflect on John 13 this week.

Disciples of Jesus love one another because Jesus loves them.
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Epic:  The Whole Story of the Bible

66 books. 35 authors. ONE story. Curious about how it all fits together 
and what it has to do with your life today? Join us as we track the 

great themes that unify the Bible from beginning to end making it 
one consistent, authoritative Word of God.

Sundays | 9am | Theater Room (113)
January 22-March 26 | 10 Sessions

Taught by Mark Potter
Sign up: firstfreelincoln.org/events

Sign up now!
UPCOMING CORE CLASS

Take all SIX of the First Free Core Classes rotated every two years:

Epic:  The Whole Story of the Bible                    Where Worldview Meets Real Life

Real World Gospel Living                                      The Bible: Read It. Study It. Apply It.

Beliefs That Build Our Faith                                 Habits of Grace for Everyday Life


