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Message Study Guide

PRAY READ EXPLORE: James 2:14-26
Message Notes:
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PRAYREADEXPLORE
1

Pray, then read and explore the passage. Any notable observations or questions?

2

What big idea does James return to in this section?

3

James 2:14-16 begins to examine the relationship between faith and works,
ultimately asking, “What kind of faith is saving faith?” What does James say is a
natural byproduct of saving faith?
Why is it so important to James that his readers’ faith is producing fruit?
What fruit is your faith producing, not just for yourself but for the good of those
around you?
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In James 2:17, James says that faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
Does this verse contradict Romans 4:1-5? What about Titus 3:5? Or Ephesians 2:8?
What is James ultimately trying to say about faith, works, and our salvation?
How do we, as believers, hold that we are saved or justified by faith alone and at
the same time not diminish the importance of walking in obedience to Christ?
How do we keep faith and works together (James 2:18-20), without suggesting
that our works save us, which is something that only Christ can do?
What happens if someone says they have faith but don’t have works? Should
we hold their faith suspect? Are we supposed to demand evidence or make a
judgement in such matters?
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In James 2:21-26, James uses two people from the Old Testament to illustrate
his ideas about faith and works: Abraham (referred to as Abraham our father),
and Rahab the prostitute. Why do you think James chose those two people?
How did Abraham respond when God told him to sacrifice his only son? Why did
he obey? (Genesis 22:9-10)
According to Joshua 2:8-11, why did Rahab hide the spies?
How do these two stories support James 2:26 which says, “for as the body apart
from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.”
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